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The principal findings of this research served to clarify the following
three points regarding cultural attitude and language expression. First, a comparison of Chinese,
Korean and Japanese demonstrated that differences in spoken discourse can be defined in terms of
four layers: a social culture; an attitude; a macrostructure of contents and an expression. Second,
it was shown that,compared with standard Japanese, the Matsumoto dialect employs a different set of
honorifics and mindset. Third, it was discovered that the two research tasks undertaken, that of
comparing foreign languages and that of comparing dialectal variations, were an effective means of
developing research methods in the field of discourse theory.
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