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Children®s language socialization: Emotion, social action, identity
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This study examined two-year old Japanese children’ s interactions with
parents in households. Based on 30 hours of audiovisual recordings, the analysis focused on
storytelling of children’ s personal experience. It finds that children used a range of linguistic
and embodied resources, such as lexicon, onomatopoeia, gestures, and facial expressions, to co-tell
with parents their experiences. Within these stories children took on various speaker roles, such as

author of their own actions and words and animator of the actions of others. The findings of this
study shed light on everyday storytelling as an important site of language socialization by showing
ways in which the process of language acquisition and cultural acquisition are interlinked and

inseparable.
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