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This study focuses on scores of Buddhist Chants, particularl¥ the notations

and “ ,” In the scores of kooshiki of the Nanzan-shin school. We carefully examined how

they are actually used to confirm how Japanese long vowels and hiatuses are chanted in Kooshiki, and
how they are reflected in scores of Buddhist Chants. As a result, we estimated that for Kooshiki
chants, the change of [ou] to [o0:] began around the early modern era from the part of fushi-hakase

< >, which has a low-level tone and no intonation.

Moreover,this study considers from a historical perspective the syllable phonotactics that construct
Sino-Japanese morphemes. In the mid-12th century, there were 742 theoretically combinable
syllables, 400 of which were actually used as Sino-Japanese.
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