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This project surveys the current state of research on "virtual dialects.”

The concept refers to pseudo-dialects that are modified versions of regional dialects associated
with local cultures.

This study demonstrates that “ virtual dialects” are widely used in contemporary Japan, appearing
in TV drama, manga, musical, film, traditional oral storytelling, and other genres. | also argue
that, based on data collected through nation-wide Web surveys on dialect awareness and “ typed

language” (uchi-kotoba), “ virtual dialects” play an important role in real life communications.
Furthermore, to initiate interests in this subject internationally and to establish research

infrastructure, these results have been published in lectures and presentations in Japan and abroad
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