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The main purpose of this ﬁaper is to contrast the definitions of the
modality systems of English and Japanese. Since the definitions and the subclassifications of
modality are different from one researcher to another, the descriptions de end on the framework. In
this paper, the Systemic Functional framework is adopted as the main one that the modality system
does is to construe the region of uncertainty that lies between ' yes’ and ‘' no.’

Another way of the definition is from Lyons (1977: 452): the purpose of the use of the modality
expressions is to express, parenthetically, speaker’ s opinion or attitude towards the proposition
that the sentence expresses or the situation that the proposition describes.
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