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Synchronic and Diachronic Analyses of Phases based on Information Structure
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Previous analyses define phases using syntactic categories, which faced some
problems in the minimalist framework. Thus, 1 introduced a new definition of phase based on
Information structure. Specifically, old information takes unmarked edge features which leads to
external merge; it gives a domain the phase effect.The hypothesis covers data that has not been
explained under the previous analyses.
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(A numeration N pre-determines the Information structure of a linguistic
expression. (Aboh (2010:14))
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