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This study explored diachronic aspects of the English recipient passive, i.
e. the passive of ditransitive verbs in which the nominal phrase playing the semantic role of
recipient is made the subject. The attested data from the Corpus of Late Modern English Texts
(Version 3) showed that a great deal of lexical variation in the acceptance of the recipient passive
was still apparent in late ModE. Analyzing the corpus data and findings in previous studies, | have
claimed that the acceptance of the recipient passive follows the compatibility hierarchy of * TELL
> PAY > GIVE > BRING > GET / verbs of creation.’ I argued that (i) the presence of existing
exemplars paved the way for the entrenchment of the recipient passive, and (ii) an obligatory
participant role to be fused with the recipient argument played an important role in determining how
compatible individual verbs were with the recipient passive. | also analyzed relationships between
grammaticalization and syntactic fixation.
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