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A descriptive and theoretical study of the semantico-pragmatic preferences of
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This research focused on some general semantico-pragmatic tendencies of
English and Japanese, and demonstrated that the two languages not only have grammatical
constructions consistent with such tendencies, but also have constructions that are not,
constructions characterized as "default preference overrides,” where the specialized or preferred
semantico-pragmatic function of a given construction overrides the general semantico-pragmatic
tendency of the language. It also showed that the notion of default preference override makes it
possible to group exceptional and apparently unrelated cases into a natural class.
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