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A descriptive and theoretical study of semantic extension from concession

Ohashi, Hiroshi
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having said that

anyway

The process and motivation of the semantic change from constructions with
concessive meaning were revealed through the investigation of examples from corpora and the
implications of the development on the theory of semantic change was considered.

The English "having said that" construction and its related constructions were examined as case
studies. These constructions have now entrenched concessive meaning but also developed a function of
a discourse marker that marks topic shift. The development of this discourse management function is
argued to be motivated by their constructional composition with the concessive clause followed by
the main clause. In addition, scope expansion from the sentence to discourse is found to be in
parallel with the expansion observed with topic-resuming "anyway" and parenthetical hedge clauses
that have developed from concessive meaning.
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(1) 1. universal quantifiers, free-choice quantifiers,
and actual, emphatic particles:
although, albeit, for all, all the same, however,
anyway
ii. conditional or temporal and/or additive
focus particle and emphatic, factual particle: even
though, even so
iii. remarkable co-occurrence or co-existence
of two facts: nevertheless, nonetheless, just the
same, regardless, still, yet
iv. ‘obstinacy, spite, contempt’ i.e,, notions
originally only applicable to human agents or
experiencers: in spite of, despite (Konig (1985))
(2) 1. ... expressions that acknowledge the
existence of an adverse situation: admitting,
granting
ii.... expressions that contain the universal
quantifier all: albeit, although, for all
iii.... expressions that express the human
emotions of spite, contempt, or defiance:
regardless, in spite of
iv.... expressions whose lexical meaning is
identity or sameness: all the same, just the same
v.... expressions that denote the
concomitance of two events and thereby affirm
the factuality of the second event: nevertheless,
nonetheless, notwithstanding, still, yet
(Hilpert (2013))
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(3) “Is that all you want?” she asked with a
swift smile.
(4) a. “May I take a copy?” Delaney repeated.
“Take all you want,” ...
b. Have all you want. That’s good stuff.



(5) a. ... You just go ahead and kid me all you
want.

b. MARIE-PAULE : ... I'm going away from
here. Far away. I’'m changing my life.

ODILON: Change your life all you want,

but leave mine alone! Understand?
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(6) Having said this, shee wrote as hereafter
followeth. (Brinton (2017))
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(7) I sometimes get worried in this job. Having
said that, 1 enjoy doing it, it’s a challenge.
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(8) Having said that, let me just stop you.

(9) Well, that said, you know, I’d like to address
that.

(10) That being said, let us end our sparring.
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(11) All right. Having said that. And I think we
have got some agreement, gentlemen, (...)
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(12) I loathe the emphasis on competition.
Having said that, who is going to win the Oscar?
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(13) a. But now to the main question.

b. But, Your Honor, are we limited on the
size of the award? (AR (2015))
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(14) a. ... but he sold it anyway and it was
implanted in a patient.

b. So uhm - anyway just think about this
offer.

(Tabor and Traugott (1995))
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(15) a. Power, although important, is not
everything.

b. Though small, the collection is considered
the best of its kind.

c. The year 1960 in Canada, if disappointing,
was not all that bad.

d. This defensive strategy, while clever,
wasn’t necessary.
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