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A contrastive study of English and Japanese expressions of part-whole relations
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The results of this study come down to the following points: (i) semantic
differences between* A of B’ and' A out of B,” (ii) semantic characteristics of partitives that
express the type-token relation, (iii) a Japanese counterpart of partitives, and (iv) relationships
between proportional expressions in English and Japanese. In regard to (i), A out of B' cannot
express the type-token relation because of its original meaning of ratios, which requires two
determinate numbers to occur. As for (ii), the demonstrative in English partitives such as' one of
those books’ functions as abstracting individuals expressed by the noun. Regarding (iii), the
referential level of the noun quantified by the quantifier' ooi’ should be the token-level, which is

lower than the type-level. As for (iv), the second NP of En?Iish partitives that express ratios may
contain the proportional quantifier' all,” as in‘ half of all Americans,’” where the quantifier
determines the boundary of the main set.
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a. Two of the ten students failed the test.
b. Two out of (the) ten students failed the test.
A: How many MontBlanc pens do you have?
B: | have {two of them/ *two out of them}.
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Can | have five of those apples? those apples

A: How many returnees do you have in your class?

B: | have {some of them/ #some of those returnees}? those returnees
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Ten of *(the) fourteen women were single
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