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Factors affecting the semantic inferences of polysemic words among Japanese
Language Learners
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This research aimed to investigate factors affecting the acquisition of

Sino-Japanese kanji compound words (Wasei-kango) among Japanese language learners, and to construct
a new database of Japanese-Chinese contrastive kanji compound words. This is necessary for research
into Japanese language acquisition. The new database of 2,078 Japanese kanji compound words was
published in March 2017. This database includes both Japanese and Chinese vocabulary properties,
such as script, reading, degree of vocabulary difficulty, frequency, orthographical and phonological
difference between Japanese and Chinese, meanings and so on. With regard to the acquisition of
Wasei-kango, research was conducted with two groups of Chinese native speakers: one group with no
experience of learning Japanese and the other with an advanced level of Japanese. The results
showed that the difficulty of semantic inferences correlates to the difficulty of acquisition.
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