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Quantitative Descriptive Analysis of the Process of Article Selection in English
by Japanese EFL Learners
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Using path analysis, the present study showed that Japanese EFL learners use

a process of article selection which is close to that proposed by Master (1990)(the criteria of
whether the referent is general and is specifically known to the hearer). Based on the model, a
quantitative descriptive analysis was performed to determine the main causes of Japanese EFL
learners® inability t select the correct articles. The analysis found that Japanese learners®
failure might have been a result of their making the incorrect assumption that the referent is
limited to an exclusive choice between "general™ and "individuated" and selected the definite
article whenever the referent is considered to be individuated. The study also indicated that the
accurate selection of the definite article in abstract/ uncountable noun contexts requires not only
the definiteness criterion but also the generality criterion, contrary to the generally accepted
belief in second language acquisition research.
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Models Definiteness GFI AGFI NFI CFI RMSEA AIC
Swan 1 SR HK 0997 0973 0932 1.000 0.000 18.969
Swan 2 Specific 0998 0982 0989 1.000 0.000 18.638
The Lindstromberg  Unique 1000 1000 1000 1000 0000 18013
Master 1 SR HK 0996 0980 0900 1000 0000 17416
Master 2 Specific 0910 0551 0316 0275 0323 55.323
Robinson SR HK and Unique 0999 0990 0991 1.000 0.000 26.595
Swan 1 SR HK 1000 0999 1000 1000 0.000 18.019
Swan 2 Specific 0997 0975 0993 1.000 0.000 18.497
An Lindstromberg ~ Unique 0999 0986 0996 1000 0000 18276
Master 1 SR HK 0990 0950 0965 0999 0013 18033
Master 2 Specific 0927 0634 0766 0775 0275 33021
Robinson SR HK and Unique 0997 0974 0989 1.000 0.000 26.857
Swan 1 SR HK 1000 1000 1000 1000 0.000 18.002
Swan 2 Specific 1000 1000 1000 1000 0.000 18.002
ZerO Lindstromberg ~ Unique 1000 1000 1000 1.000 0.000 18001
Master 1 SR HK 0996 0982 0984 1000 0000  17.023
Master 2 Specific 0979 0897 0904 0930 0.120 21982
Robinson SR HK and Unique 1000 0998 0999 1000 0000 26105
Criterion 0950 0900 0900 0900 0050 The smaller

the better
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