©
2015 2018

Constructing a Pedagogical Model for English Conversation: Focusing on the Role
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The role of the listener in an English conversation seems to be different
from that of the listener in a Japanese conversation. The listener in an English conversation tends
to be more actively involved in the conversation by using various strategies such as giving lexical
back-channels, making comments on the speaker’ s talk, asking questions to elicit more information
and telling a related story. As a result, the listener in an English conversation elaborates on the
topic with the speaker. The purpose of this study was to investigate the role of the listener in
English conversations and design teaching methodology and teaching materials to help students to
acquire the above strategies so that they could actively participate in English conversations. The
Japanese students demonstarated that they were able to be more actively involve in English
conversations after they were taught to use the above strategies. Explicit teaching of listener
strategies turns out to be very effective.
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