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The acquisition of English and Japanese motion expressions by second language
learners with typologically different first languages
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This research investigated the acquisition of English and Japanese motion

expressions by second language learners with typologically different first languages. In particular,
we studied Chinese- and English-speaking learners of Japanese and Japanese-speaking learners of
English, using acceptability judgment tasks, and Japanese-speaking learners of English, using a
written production task. Results showed the following. (a) It is relatively easy for learners to
accept the L2 patterns that are available in the input as positive evidence, whereas it is difficult
for learners to eliminate the L1 patterns that are unacceptable in the L2. (b) When the L1 allows
both the L2 pattern and the pattern not available in the L2, learners accept only the pattern
available in the input (i.e., the L2 patterna, not transferring the L1 pattern. (c) Learners had
difficulty producing the L2 pattern, although they accepted the same pattern in the acceptability
judgment task.
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