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This research investigated how English as a second Iangua?e (L2) learners
whose first language (L1) is Japanese would process English morphosyntax, especially English
articles, and how the processing differs depending on their L2 proficiency. L2 morphosyntactic
knowledge is often used to gauge the degree of L2 attainment in L2 theory building and its
evaluation. This study, more specifically, focuses on the acquisition of English articles within
English morphosyntax by L1 Japanese learners whose L1 does not have articles. We investigated the L2
English learners’ processing of L2 English articles in pseudo discourse settings through
behavioral and subjective measures, using eye-tracking techniques, attempting to uncover wether the

L1 Japanese learners process L2 English articles syntactically/semantically or
implicitly/explicitly.
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