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L2 learners, even for fairly competent ones, often find difficulties

achieving the appropriate use of formulaic language.The present study investigated the processing of
spoken and written formulaic sequences and found that they were processed more quickly and
correctly than matched novel phrases. It further investigated whether sufficient experience with
language in an L2-speaking environment affects writing skills using formulaic expressions. The
result showed that L2 learners’ vocabulary knowledge improved after a 5-month study abroad program,
but they did not increase the skills using formulaic language. The study concludes that formulaic
language does not improve as L2 proficiency progresses, and that there must be a threshold below
which L2 learners cannot use multiword sequences productively and consistently. As achieving the
appropriate use of formulaic language is a challenge for every L2 learner,instructional treatment
targeting this property is vital and effective.
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