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The enforcement of English education at elementary schools in Japan seemed
to start relatively late among other countries in Asia. In particular, Korea started English
education at elementary school in 1997. Also, English digital textbooks have been developed and
widely used in Korea earlier than in other Asian countries. Thus, this study compared digital
materials attached to English textbooks in Korea and Japan and showed what we can learn from English

e-textbooks for elementary school students in Korea. The results showed (a) some of the same words
were more repeatedly used in Korean digital textbooks than Japanese digital textbooks, (b) more
basic words were used in Korean digital textbooks than that of the Japanese, and (c) the input in
Korean digital textbooks is more contextualized and communicative, and they provide learners with
input more systematically than that of the Japanese digital textbooks.
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