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Modeling the contributions of component skills in EFL writing proficiency
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We investigated the use of metadiscourse among Japanese learners of English
as a Foreign Language (EFL). The results demonstrated that the Japanese learners lacked sufficient
understanding of the interpersonal aspects of writing, and their rates of appropriately used
metadiscourse can be a strong predictor of their essay quality.

Second, we synthesized 62 studies and examined the overall average correlation between ESL/EFL
learners® writing performance with their several text features. The results indicated that fluency
had the strongest correlation with overall ESL/EFL writing performance.

Third, we also investigated the contributions of English linguistic knowledge and textual
features in EFL writing. Several competing models were compared employing linear mixed model
technique. The selected best fit model demonstrated that writers® fluency and lexical features in
their texts as well as their vocabulary knowledge explained their writing proficiency significantly.
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