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Case Analysis on the Judgment Criteria for the Death Sentence in the Yokohama
Court Class B and Class C War Crimes Trials

TAKAZAWA, Hiroaki
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The purpose of this study was to provide a legal analysis of {udgement
criteria of death sentences given in Yokohama Court Class B and Class C War Crimes Trials, opened
between 1945 and 1949. In this research, | investigated on the records of NARA the cases of Japanese

military officials who were involved in death cases of POW in Japan and were sentenced to death in
Yokohama Court. Especially, the judgement basis was analyzed. As a result, it was found that the
judgment criteria of the death sentence of the military committee (judge) of the Yokohama Court as
well as that of the GHQ"s approval of the execution were strongly affected by the fact whether the
accused was voluntarily involved in the POW killings or not. However, the operation of this
criterion was eased in the second half of the Yokohama Court. And the number of death sentences
decreased, and many of the death penalty were reduced. This seems to be the influence of the
American appeasement policy by the Cold War.
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