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Turquoise Ornaments and Inlay technology in Ancient China
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The purpose of inlaﬁ is to enhance the beauty of objects by adding color
and texture. Archaeological researchers in China have documented the earliest use of inlays to the
Middle Neolithic period (around 3300 BC). During that era, the most common material used for inlay
was bone, while turquoise was rare. Turquoise inlay became popular starting in the Late Neolithic
period (c. 2500 BC). Turquoise inlays are more interesting and attractive than bone inlays, and they

continued to play an important decorative role through the Erlitou Culture period (ca. 1900-1600
BC) around the Yellow River region. During the transition from the Neolithic to the Early Bronze
Age, a number of social changes and technological innovations took hold in the upper reaches of the
Yellow River. The use of bronze and turquoise inlays are two examples of significant technological
developments that relate to major social change in the area.
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