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Archaeological study of prehistoric and protohistoric cultural adaptation in the
small-scale islands
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The research on the surface collection of various type of pottery and
ceramic turns out to make up a chronological blank period from prehistory to protohistory in Tokara
Islands and also reveals a chronological transition of culture between Kyushu and Southern islands.
It is made known by the first excavation that there exist archaeological remains of Yayoi and Heian
periods in Miyazura site on Nakanoshima Island. It is also confirmed that there is a single layer
type of stone coffin that belongs to Yayoi period, and in the remains of Jomon period there are
excavated a site of slaughter or disposal of large animals together with a knife of shell for the
first time. It is designated by a chronological research that many blue and white china ceramics in
the period of Qing Dynasty were possibly distributed in Tokara Islands based on the official
documents, folk magazines and interview surveys which prove that an unmanned Chinese ship was
drifted ashore to Tairajima Island in 1894.
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