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This study analyzes various tourist destination-related media, including
guidebooks, aerial maps, illustrated postcards, newspaper articles, advertisements, and leaflets, to
show how the imagery of place at a tourist destination has taken shape. In the Early Modern Period

instance, Kusatsu Onsen Hot Springs promoted the distinctive benefits of its communal baths to
attract many visitors in need of healing. Later, the Cooperative Kusatsu Onsen Ryokan used a
skillful advertising strategy attuned to the times and trends to craft an image of the place
oriented toward soldiers during the Russo-Japanese War and toward vacationers who, since the Taisho
Period, have wanted to escape the heat or enjoy skiing.
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