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In order to elucidate the conditions for changing Co-Operative Store into
the sustainable commons, this study explores the actualities of Co-Operative Store in Okinawa and
new Co-Operative Store in mainland Japan. We revealed that (1) the decision to establish
Co-Operative Store should be made by a decision-making organization that local residents can freely
participate; (2) it is necessary to establish a community business with Co-Operative Store as a core

to increase the sustainability of Co-Operative Store; (3) Co-Operative Store Joint store should be
a base of community welfare, etc.
First of all, the sustainability of Co-Operative Store is that it is supported by the strong ties
of the homogeneous community of people. In addition, community needs to be built re-established as
a new community supported by diverse human resources and networks outside the community.
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