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This research project shows the traditional understanding of
authoritarianism cannot account for the constitutional/ political systems in the East Asia,
including Japan, Singapore, even China. As Mark Tushnet suggests in his famos article "Authoritarian
Constitutionalism”, today"s authoritarian regimes are diverse and highly competetive. Modern idea
of rule of law and judicial review can be partially adopted by authoritarian regimes, as tool of
consolidating one-party oligarchy or dictatorship. Especially recent China presents a strong case
for such authoritarian renessance, considering that she has enabled the coexistance of one-party
rule, high economic growth, supression of political freedom and protection of economic rights. On
the _other hand, courts in constitutional democracies are facing challenge from authoritarian
political branches. They take the power by appealing to voters nationalistic passion and crushing
the authority of leading elite in these democracies.
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