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How did welfare states change politics? The structured analysis of feedback
effects based on the comparison of Europe and Japan
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As to the founding period of welfare states in the late 19th century, we
have built up a theoretical framework for comparative analysis on the patterns of incorporation of
mutuals and other private insurance schemes into public social security systems, which in turn
defined the structures of welfare states and then impacted the development of party politics in each

country.
With reéard to contemporary welfare reforms, we have focused on their impacts on the burgeoning new
radical right parties. A hypothesis has been advanced to link the patterns of recent "workfare"
reforms to each country"s "welfare chauvinist" potential, which explains the character of each new
radical right party and its development.

Finally, as to France, our main research object, we have found the most important feedback effects
of welfare institutions are to be found in the decentralizing effects of the expanding "'service
public on the postwar center-local relations, which used to be known as the most centralized.
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Yohei Nakayama, "Decentralizing Postwar France from Below: How Urban Communes

Acquired Autonomy", Prepared for delivery at the 2018 Annual Meeting of the American

Political Science Association (Boston), August 30th-September 2nd, 2018.
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Yohei Nakayama, "Welfare States that Shaped European Party Politics: A
Comparative Historical Perspective”, Presentation at Center for European Studies,

Visiting Scholars Seminar, Harvard University, March 28th, 2018.
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