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This study sought to explain the introduction and design of new jury/lay
judge systems from a comparative perspective. Jury or lay judge systems typically transfer powers
regarding verdict and sentencing from professional judges to citizens, but to varying degrees in
different countries. The study showed that in terms of "transfer of powers" from professional
judges to citizens, Japan lies in between Spain and South Korea, both of which also introduced new
systems of participation in criminal trials in recent years. The study drew on analyses of fifty
years of Japanese parliamentary debates as well as careful case studies of Japan, South Korea,
Spain, and Taiwan, to demonstrate that the difference in the extent to which countries chose to
transfer powers from professional judges to the citizens may be explained by the different
configurations of party politics in these countries, particularly by the preferences and relative
power of "new left"-oriented parties.
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