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This study investigated the impact of income inequality on political
stability in five Southeast Asian countries (Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and
Thailand), through qualitative and quantitative methods. We find the emergence of "populist"”
political leaders who seek the support from the lower income class in democracies (Indonesia, the
Philippines and Thailand). We also observe the efforts of the ruling parties to curb the widening
income gap to maintain their power in authoritarian regimes (Malaysia and Singapore). Nonetheless,

incomg_iqequality produces distrust of political institutions, and eventually causes political
instability.
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