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"Secularism™ is understood as seperation of state (politics) and Church
(religion). Having been established as an economic Community, the EU was never granted any
cgmgetence on religious matters nor any word of religion found in the EU Treaties until 2009.The
Lisbon Treaty referred to "the religious organizations™ and religion in general as part of the
Community values for the first time. The former is deemed part of civil society on an equal basis
with all other organizations subject to the rule of law at the European level, which highlight the
significance of secularism of the EU. Simultaneously, the EU has sought to stay away from hinting at
any particular type of unified secular system such as French laicite. The EU Secularism emphasizes
t?e Community values as inspired by religion and other traditions, thus declaring a Community of
values.
In order for the EU to herald the arrival of a such Community, the gap between the legal text and
social reality needs to be bridged.
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