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Regional economic integration has promoted economic growth of member states
by facilitating efficient resource allocation and technology transfer in the region, although the
disparity in development among members is still an issue to be solved. This stud% project aims_to
investigate the catching-up process of new member states of ASEAN by promoting their productivity
level through participating the regional production networks and global value chains. As the
results, we found that the accession to the regional production networks and inter-process division
of labor increases the number and scale of exporter of the new member states. The results also
suggest that the regional economic integration in ASEAN provides the opportunities to improve the
productivity and to upgrade the export structure of new member states. In addition, based on
comparisons with the case of the enlarged EU, we found that the catching-up of new member states of
ASEAN has proceeded faster than the case of EU.
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