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This research examined processes of product development, manufacturing, and
use in high-speed railways, nuclear plants, autonomous driving, and medicial drugs, using case
studies. It also investigated the actual or potential efforts of relevant organizations for ensuring
product safety in the inter-organizational settings. Then, it analyzed the Interactions among
relevant material entities, actors, and institutional/structural factors in each case, and also
conducted a comparative analysis among cases.

As a result, it was found that, generally speaking, inter-organizational coordination is
insufficient, considering the wider and tighter linkages among material and software subsystems
these days, though it was also found that there are differences in the existence of the core actor
for safety ensuring among cases.

The results of this research were presented in international or domesitic academic conferences.
They were (will be) also published as journal articles and a book chapter.
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