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This research project performed a comparative examination of the factors
that have brought about differences in the proportion of females in the domestic, and market labor
force between Thailand and Japan. This research study particularly focused on the extent of
acceptance for labor saving practices such as “ outsourcing of domestic work,” “ hiring domestic
workers,” and “ sharing domestic work with broader kin groups and neighbors” in each country. This

research study also examined social norms and their role in bringing about the differences in
acceptance with regard to the above-mentioned three factors. This research study focused on Japanese
female migrants in Thailand and Thai female migrants in Japan. The research results show that
gender norms within Asia are much more diverse, although existing research tends to set frameworks
such as the “ Asian gender norm,” which is then compared with the “ Western gender norm.”
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