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This study revealed that the duality theory of "ri?hts protection™ and "
public safety” in modern Japanese mental health policy has been historically repeated with emphasis
on legislative and law enforcement processes. From 1900 to World War 11, the mission of mental
health policy was characterized by dualities: "rights-protection/public security,” ™
treatment/detention,” "onset-prevention/birth control,” and finally it was inclined strongly into "
public security”, that is "eugenicity and castration” in a war society. Similarly, after the war,
the two-sided debate has appeared repeatedly. Strong social pressure creates a trend towards public
safety rather than rights protection. It is a pattern that constitutes the history of mental health
policy.
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