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This study intended to investigate the relationships between human
psychological development and social change through retrospective interviews with Hansen’ s Disease
sufferers and Taiwanese Generation with Japanese-style education in old-old aged. Although Baltes

theory of contextual influences on human development was adopted as a framework of reference, this
study aimed to make his model further refined using what we called “ area cohort method” targeted
at a group of people who are born at roughly the same time period in particular social groups.
Results suggested that the life stories of above two social groups could be analized by Baltes
three systems of influence such as normative age-graded influences, normative history-graded
influences and non-normative influences, and that mutual relationship among them could be described
more clearly by using this method.
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