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A Comparative Historical Analysis of the Teacher®s Growth through the Curriculum
Development related to the Decroly Method
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This study aims at clarifﬁing the historical characteristics of the modern
Japanese teachers™ growing process by comparing their experiences of studying and implementing the
Decroly Method in elementary schools with those of the American teachers of the same period. At
first, the study described the theoretical background and the practical characters of the Decroly
Method, and then investigated on how such kind of method was introduced and was developed both in
Japan and America after the information was brought in the 1920s. After the comparison between the
efforts done in both countries, it became clear that though Japanese teachers had difficulties in
maintaining systematical research, outstanding practitioners could organize environments for
experimental practices, to develop curriculum in a collaborative way.
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