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Today, e tend to consider prewar Japanese societies to be centralized and
bureaucratic. But there is some self-governing aspects, and rural education is often autonomous.The
purpose of this research is to examine the degree, background and factors of the autonomy of rural
education. To that end,the researcher have investigated of many historical materials on rural
education throughout Japan four years. As a result,the discovered factors are as follows: An
educator who was enthusiastic about the education of all the villagers,and the village chief who
supported him. Wealthy landowners or huge shared property for autonomy. A spiritual connection
such as religion that enables solidarity among villagers.However,traditionally Japanese villages
have strong ties inside. Agriculture had strong regional characteristics,and it was self-sufficient
or independent.Therefore rural education self-government makes use of these characteristics of the
original community into modern times.
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