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A new reading material has been developed on the World Wide Web, and changed
dramatically in class. 194 students finished this reading material. They took the TOEIC-IP by
Educational Testing Service twice as the pretest in April, 2016 and the posttest in April, 2017.
Each student’ s result shows their average, which is 73.5 points higher than the pretest. On the
other hand, there is another group without learning through this reading material. They took the
same standardized test twice In April, 2015 and 2016. Their average score is 65.3 points higher than

the pretest.
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National Institute of Technology (KOSEN), Nara College (NITNC) holds the
standardized test, TOEIC IP (Institutional Program) in April every year. The examinees
are from the third graders (Grade 12) through the fifth graders (college sophomore level).
This test is mandatory for over 550 students at NITNC every year.

The differences on each annual chart shows the range of the Listening average
(Avg) score differences between 39.4 in 2016-2015 and 44.6 in 2017-2016. The Reading
average score differences are between 25.9 in 2016-2015 and 28. 9 in 2017-2016. The minimal
average Total score differences demonstrate 65.3 in 2016-2015, and the maximal average
Total score difference is 73.5 in 2017-2016. All field of the maximal scores centered
in 2017-2016. What has been different and effective for the school year of 2016 is shown.

It is obvious that the epoch—making reading material has been introduced and
provided in the school year of 2016, and it makes the students’ scores maximized. There
are three stages on this reading material system. At first, students extensively read
the articles in English on the internet. Next, they intensively read and learn the content
of the same article. Finally, they have to answer four questions of each article. If they
made a mistake on each question, it means they had not read and learned it enough, so
they have to get back, intensively read and learn it again automatically. When they read




and learn it, some incentive is set up for the students on the system. If they click some
words and parts on the article, they will get some coins

The students extensively read the article in English and show their understanding
to answer the question in 60 seconds. You click and choose your answer anytime in 60 seconds.
The multiple choices are randomly arranged out of 4 choices, so you cannot cheat it. When
you push the enter, you will see whether your answer is correct or not. When you get the
correct answer, you will get 10 coins here

Even though you make a mistake on the Intensive Reading Part 1, the program goes
on to the Part 2. On this stage, you dig and collect the coins somewhere. When you repeat
and listen to the whole sentences, you will get one coin up to 4 times. If you want to
check the whole meaning of the article, you will click “Japanese Audio Icon” and learn
what the article meaning not perfectly, but briefly. This program persistently makes the
students learn English through the interlanguage, without the perfect translation in
Japanese. When you put the cursor on some words, you will see the “@” as “Information
Tcon.” When you click it, you will see the pop—up and get some further information about

“fog” here. You click the “Information Icon” to get one coin. When you luckily see

“Further Information Icon,” you can open it and you see the more information. You will
also get another coin there. Here is the derivative and its usage, but another is about
the cultural background of the word, the history of the word and so on.

After you got coins as much as possible on the Intensive Reading, you click

“Enter” and go on to the next stage, “Question 1.” These 4 questions ask you about
the content of the article, so you choose the correct answer; otherwise you have to get
back to the Intensive Reading Part 2 again to learn it enough. When you make a mistake
on each question, you have to get back to the Intensive Reading again and again to learn
it enough.

22 Konan University students used this reading program in 2016. According to
Kanazawa & Konishi’ s article (2016), 95.4% of the students will recommend this program
to other students. 86.4% have developed their reading ability with this program. 86. 4%
have developed their listening ability, 68.2% have improved their vocabulary with it,
and 45.5% have developed their speaking ability. On the other hand, only 22.7% have
improved their grammatical knowledge. Only 27.3% have improved their general English
skills. The weak points on this reading material have been found with this questionnaire.
Furthermore, 22 Konan University students were chosen, because they definitely needed
English ability in a short time before studying abroad

The best score differences of TOEIC between the pretest in 2016 and the posttest
in 2017 are shown in all fields such as Listening, Reading and Total scores at NITNC,
comparing the gaps among the pretests of the Grade 12 students and the posttests of the
freshmen from 2015 to 2017. The introduction of the new reading material system on the
internet has been so successful, because this is the only difference in three years. This
reading system is very much different from any previous extensive reading and intensive
reading. Extensive reading is very popular, but it is very much limited to feel English
language out of school in Japan. When you are in the US or UK, you feel English everywhere
out of school, so you have so many times to feel and guess the meaning of unknown words
Moreover, it is very easy that interlanguage between English and your mother tongue
happens more than the Japanese. It is very anxious for some facilitators in Japan to
recommend students to read something without dictionary under the circumstances. The
facilitators in Japan have too limited time, but have been still looking for the effective
and efficient way to make students learn English for their bright future. It is also
difficult for facilitators to maintain their motivation higher to learn English on
intensive reading, because students’ language levels and learning speeds are too diverse
in class. Some feel it too boring and some find it too difficult in class. This reading
system has originally resolved all problems with making the paper based reading materials
turn into the considered web contents efficient and effective for students with limited
time. Besides, this system makes learners’ learning attitude active and positive to dig
into further information of English words with coins

It was very obvious that the correlation coefficients were too low between the
students’ learning seconds and the differences as TOEIC pretest in 2016 and posttest
in 2017. They have to be more or less forced and finish all contents, because of their
own grades. However, the TOEIC score differences between pretest in 2016 and posttest
in 2017 are obvious that this reading system works well for the students in a limited
time. Moreover, the students at Konan University show their satisfaction on this reading
system. They feel this system is efficient and effective, and would like to recommend
other students to learn English with this system.



To the next phase, this system will be edited again to resolve some weak points

as the general English learning system with richer grammatical explanations and training
to make the students try to speak in English with some contrivances. The new system will
motivate students to learn English more in class, at home and anywhere. The more English
students study, the more opportunities they receive to make their own future prospective
and successful.

April 2016 April 2017 April 2017-2016
n=115 Listening | Reading n=115 Listening | Reading Listening | Reading Total |
Max 465 360 Max 470 400 180 145 325
Min 105 55 Min 105 55 -35 -60 5
Avg | 197.7 | 138.5 Avg | 242.3 | 167.3 446 | 28.9 73.5
SD 60.6 [ 51.1 SD 68.4 | 65.6 40.8 | 40.5 57.6 |
April 2015 April 2016 April 2016-2015
n=114 Listening Reading n=114 Listening Reading Listening Reading Total
Max 380 365 Max 415 410 150 120 210
Min 85 65 Min 105 55 -55 -55 5
Avg | 178.5| 126.4 Avg | 217.9 | 152.3 39.4 | 259 65.3
SD 57.7 ] 54.9 SD 61.5 ]| 59.7 419 | 345 | 46.4 |
April 2014 April 2015 April 2015-2014
n=124 Listening Reading n=124 Listening Reading Listening Reading Total
Max 370 410 Max 410 465 130 190 300
Min 90 65 Min 125 70 -25 -35 5
Avg | 181.4 | 1354 Avg | 221.7 | 162.9 40.3 | 27.5 67.8
SD 48.0| 51.6 SD 53.9 [ 72.1 314 | 385 50.1
(Table 1: Transition of TOEIC Scores at NITNC)
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[Number of the coins you have got on this article

[A] so they have more time to read the signs.
[g so they go faster to avoid accidents.

[g so they do not have time to have accidents.
(D] so they do not have time to avoid accidents.

Choose the best answer, then click Enter!
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(Figure 1: Extensive Reading)
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Click Start to begin, then click Enter to go to the next chunk.

«Fog is a major cause of accidents on highways in some areas. ¢ Every year many
thousands of people lose their lives, because fog can dangerously reduce visibility. 4 The
drivers cannot see very far ahead,

A | #50 they have more time to read the signs.

- B | «S0 they go faster to avoid accidents.
I C a O C | «S0 they do not have time to have accidents.

« S0 they do not have time to avoid accidents.
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(Figure 2: Intensive Reading Part 1)
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[@XFs a major cause of accidents on highways in some areas. Every year many
thousands of people lose their lives, because fog can dangerously reduce visibility. The
drivers cannot see very far ahead, so they do not have time to avoid accidents.
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Fog is a major cause of accidents on highways in some areas. Every year many
thousands of people lose their lives, because fog can dangerously reduce visibility. The
drivers cannot see very far ahead, so they do not have time to avoid accidents.

Fog WIIm

Explanation of the differences among
fog, mist and haze in Japanese

haze < mist < fog
] TR

ADerivative and its usage of fog ]

mam
fooay (ML, MWL)

fogay.
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(Figure 4: Pop-up on Intensive I}{eéding Part 2)
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Answer the question.
" the quest Answer the question.
Question 1.
Question 2.

What is a major cause of accidents on highways in some areas?

(A] Mist Because of fog, how many people lose their lives on the highway every year?

¥ Haze [A] Many millions of people

[c] Fog (8] Many hundreds of people

|
Wrong Answer! | €] Many thousands of people
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Answer the question. Answer the question.

Question 3. Question 4.

How much can the drivers see in fog? Fill in the blank.

[A] They can see very far ahead. Fog can ——— reduce viebilty.

[
[B] They can see nothing. ‘(‘L dangerous
(€] They cannot see very far ahead. (8] danger
- (¢ dangerously
rYTIR=TA STEPR Q7r7ok by TIR=TIA STEPR QI7Zos

(Figure 5: Question Part)

n=22 Neither
3] 13.6%
7 | 31.8%
16 | 72.7%
3] 13.6%

45.5% [ 12 | 54.5%

No
0.0%
0.0%
4.6%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

Yes

86.4%
68.2%
22.7%
86.4%

Opinions with this material

My reading ability has been developed with it.

My vocabulary has been improved with it.

My grammatical knowledge has been improved with it.

My listening ability has been developed with it.

My speaking ability has been developed with it.

My general English skills has been improved with it. 6|27.3% |16 | 72.7%

| will recommend other students this material. 211954% | 1| 4.6%
(Figure 6: Result of Questionnaire at Konan University)
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