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Perineuronal nets (PNNs), proteoglycan-rich extracellular matrix structures,
are thought to be expressed around inhibitory neurons and contribute to critical periods of brain
function and _synaptic plasticity. However, in some specific brain regions such as_the amygdala, PNNs

were predominantly expressed around excitatory neurons. These neurons were recruited during
auditory fear conditioning and memory retrieval. Indeed, the activation of PNN-expressing excitatory
neurons predicted cognitive performance.
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