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A study on terrestrial vertebrate extinctions in the Late Pleistocene and the
Holocene of the Ryukyu Archipelago, southwestern Japan
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In the present study, we conducted taxonomic evaluations on the Late

Pleistocene to the Holocene skeletal remains from the Ryukyus to understand faunal changes in the
past. In addition, we searched for new materials on several small islands from which the skeletal
remains have hardly been found to verify the current paleogeographic hypothesis of this area. The
results indicated that most islands of the Ryukyus, including those characterized by occurrences of
a small number of species as well as poor landscape, had harbored much richer vertebrate fauna but a
part of the animals went extinct by latest Pleistocene. The Late Pleistocene vertebrate fauna
including several extinct species are largely congruent with the current hypothesis. Remarkable
decrease of the skeletal remains above hominid bone beds in the Minatogawa Man site on Okinawajima
Island implies that the extinctions of terrestrial vertebrates are more or less attributed to spread
of the Paleolithic people to the Ryukyus.
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