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The invasive hornet Vespa velutina: its ecology and associated issues
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This study mainly focused on ecology of a newly recorded invasive species,
Vespa velutina, and also on issues that the hornet could evoke. The hornet, first recorded from a
northernmost part of Tsushima Island, was found to extend its distribution almost over the whole
island within 2 years of invasion. The hornet was shown to prefer to prey on honeybees, having an
ability to locate the bee hive. Also, the hornet employed multiple predation tactics to hunt
honeybees, which allowed it to prey on honeybees very effectively. There was however no evidence
that the invasive hornet could negatively affect honeybee populations in the island. The hornet was
shown to be a superior predator among Vespa hornets due to its high flight capability but no
evidence was found that the hornet negatively affected native hornet community. The website about
this invasive species was opened to stress the importance of interrupting the expansion of Vespa
velutina into mainland Japan.
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