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A study of transition in turtle species composition in Japan: A case of Okayama
Prefecture
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A study was conducted to clarify the transition of the freshwater turtle
phase in the Okayama plain. Analysis of the bones excavated from the ruins in addition to the
literature and art materials, at least from the Middle Ages to the year 1900 was dominated by the
Mauremys japonica, but it became clear that in 1990 the Mauremys reevesii was replaced. In this
catch survey, 1267 M. reevesii(70.5%), 484 Trachemys scripta elegans (26.9%), 35 M. japonica (1.9%)
etc were caught. Including the results of environmental DNA survey, the M. japonica fell sharply and

proved to be on the verge of extinction. In addition, the number of T. s. elegans populations has
been increasing mainly in rivers, and from the distribution characteristics it is considered that
the T. s. elegans has invaded through the river from the sea.
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