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Biological control of the alfalfa weevil in Japan
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The alfalfa weevil was accidentally introduced into Japan in early 1980" s.
This pest infested Chinese milk vetch in paddy fields of Japan. Rice farmers in Japan keep Chinese
milk vetch as a green manure in winter and the flowers of the plant provide the main source of honey
products for apiarists in spring. Four species of parasitoids were introduced into Japan as
biological control agents from U.S.A to control the pest. One of the parasitoids, Bathyplectes
anurus was recovered in 1996. Our survey showed that percentage parasitism of B. anurus gradually
increased and the density of the alfalfa weevil gradually decreased. Biological control of the
alfalfa weevil was quite effective around 2015 in Fukuoka.



4
2003 3
2006
(
Ba
2014
2006

2017 4 5
5 50cm
10
2018
2016
2017
2006
2008
1
2012
40
0
2015

2016

2015

10



2012 50
20
90
1
2016
2017
91 11 1071- 1079
61 2016

11

61 2017

2017

62 2018

http://www.agr.kyushu-u.ac. jp/ibc/

@

TAKAGI, Masami
¢)

Nakahira, Kengo
€)
4)

Shun-ichiro Iwasa






