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An inquiry into the way to strengthen land-extensive farming of Hokkaido under
the continuing trade liberalizaition in agriculture
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We take up a problem at the beginning that the number of farmhousehold in

Hokkaido be expected to decrease extraordinarily to the extent which rural areas may be difficult to
sustain. Now we have to pay attention to new organizations designated to address such critical
problem in land-extensive farming. We selected some incorporated group farming organizations of
upland farming in eastern part of Hokkaido. The common features of those are its organizational
structure based on cooperation by farmers without successors, and its objective to generate new
farmers by ensuring employees of incorporated farm. We found from typical incorporated group farming
observation that there are three types of ensuring new farmers; (1) sons of charter members who
returned back as employees, (2) to hire the youth hoping for farming other than families as
employee, and (3) newly accession to incorporated group farming organization from non-member farmers
within the same areas.
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