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Pursuing the compatibility of poverty reduction with environmental conservation
in the context of medicinal plants
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In the global South, how to achieve both the improvement of poor people’ s
livelihoods depending on natural resources and the conservation of the natural resources remains a
crucial issue of rural development. On the basis of a working hypothesis that natural resource
management can work as the "means" for poverty reduction as the “end" through an intermediary, this
research explored the role of trade certification as an intermediary, focusing on commercialized
wild plants typically collected by the rural poor. Case studies in Bulgaria and India revealed that
the means-end relationship observed in crop cultivation did not explain wild plant collectors
perceptions of trade certification. Collectors had developed their own concepts of ecological and
economic sustainability derived from the unique income source, uncertain but requiring no
investment, endowed by nature and had incorporated the new trade opportunity into their own
livelihood and natural resource management strategies.
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