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Studies on host animals for leptospirosis and hantavirus infection in Sri Lanka
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To clarify the mode and host of Leptospira and hantavirus infection,
rat-trapping in Sri Lanka was carried out. Pathogenic strains of Leptospires were isolated from
rats and shrews. And high seroprevalence (19%) of anti-hantavirus antibody among black rats was
found in rural area, Girandrukotte. In Sri Lankan endemic strain of rat was considered to be a host

for Thailand virus-related hantavirus. Around 50% of chronic kidne% disease by unknown etiology
(CKDu) patients were seropositive to hantavirus, while 5% for healthy people in CKDu non-endemic
area. In this study, in Sri Lanka, it was shown that Leptospira and hantavirus infection occurred
frequently from endemic rats as the infection source, and furthermore, hantavirus infection could be

the risk of progression of CKDu.
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