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The purpose of this study was to clarify if MRSA is spreading in community
settings or if MRSA transmission still occurs only in healthcare institutions. Surveillance cultures
of 1,274 residents living in a community were performed in three different areas. The results were

compared with those of inpatients. Analysis of surveillance cultures from residents living in the
community in Japan revealed an MRSA colonization rate of 0.94%. The proportion of MRSA to S. aureus
colonization was 2.6% in the 310 residents, which was significantly lower than in the 393
hospitalized patients (63.1%; p < 0.0001). MRSA strains in residents are different from the endemic
strains in the hospitalized patients. Previous hospital admission is a risk factor for MRSA
infection of the endemic strain in hospital. MRSA colonization in community setting is rare in
Japan. Some MRSA strains are moving to the community through previous hospital admissions; however,
MRSA is not spreading in community settings.
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ST5 0 2 39
STS8 1 1 17
ST675 0 0 22
ST764 3 1 0
ST509 2 0 0
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ST5 A + NA +
ST5 A + NA +
ST8 K - + +
ST8 A + NA +

ST764 | A + NA -
ST764 0] NA NA B
ST764 0] NA NA -
ST764 0] NA NA -
ST509 K - - -
ST509 K - - -
ST688 o NA NA -
ST608 o NA NA -

A, admission cases; K, Kochi residents; O, Osaka

residents; NA, data were not available
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