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Helicobacter pylori (HP) is characterized by the great genetic diversity.

However, the drug susceptibility test is usually performed for only 1 strain per patient in clinical
practice. We performed biopsies from the corpus and antrum of the stomach in all patients, cultured
HP, and identified 6 strains at each part (total of 12 strains per patient). The sensitivity of HP
to four antimicrobial drugs was examined.
We found bacterial susceptibility to antimicrobial drugs differed among the strains colonized in the
same patients. Therefore, it is difficult to discuss drug resistance by the verification of only
one strain from individual patient. Regarding to effective eradication therapy, it is important to
know the great diversity of drug-susceptibility among individual HP strains in the stomach.
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