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Analysis of the factors of malignant behavior in hepatic progenitor cell marker
expressing hepatocellular carcinoma

Tsuchiya, Atsunori
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In this study we analyzed the expression of four hepatic progenitor cell
markers in 251 hepatocellular carcinomas (HCCs) with their clinical data and tumor markers, and
significance of the hepatic progenitor markers in HCC for prognosis. We elucidated that EpCAM
expression, DCP>300 mAU/ml, age > 60, Child-Pugh sore grade B or C were independent prognostic
factors of poor outcome and were used in a new scoring system for HCC prognosis after operation.
Expression of two or more HPC markers was a significant predictor of poor HCC outcome and co-related

with AFP and AFP-L3 levels, blood vessel invasion and differentiation of the tumor.
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