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We studied on the clinical reality and ﬁathophysiology of PLA2R-associated
membranous nephropathy, a new concept of primary membranous nephropathy, in Japanese patients. We
optimized the method of measuring PLA2R antibody according to the clinical situation of Japanese
patients. The PLA2R antibody measurement at the time of renal biopsy was shown not only useful for
differentiation of PLA2R-related membranous nephropathy but also useful for predicting prognosis.
PLA2R antibody-positive patients who have a history of smoking have been shown to delay complete
remission. Patients with a PLA2R antibody concentration of 50 RU/ml or more at the time of renal
biopsy were shown to have a significantly worse renal prognosis.
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iMN, idiopathic membranous nephropathy
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