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Proposal and evaluation of mediastinal compartment classification and staging
using image diagnosis of mediastinal tumors
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1) Using digital images of 500 cases of mediastinal mass lesions, the Japan
Association for Research on the Thymus (JART) mediastinal compartment classification method
(four-compartments method) proposed by this research group and the methodology of the International
Thymic Malignancy Interest Group (ITMIG) (three-compartments method) which was defined with
reference to our JART method were compared. There was no difference between them, and it was
concluded that it would be convenient to use the latter as an international standard.
2) With regard to the new international TNM classification and tissue classification, various
imaging findings obtained by CT and MRI of our 100 and more cases were assessed. Important results
were obtained such as correlation with tissue classification, definition of important imaging
findings to support TNM classification, and imaging findings as prognostic factors.
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