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Evaluation of impaired gastric peristalsis, ghrelin concentration and
effectiveness of Rikkunshito after severe insult
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On the reduction of gastrointestinal peristalsis after invasion, we studied
for the purpose of elucidating the mechanism of the effectiveness of rikkunshito. Peritonitis model
was prepared and plasma ghrelin concentration involved in gastric peristalsis was measured. We also
examined the mechanism of the effectiveness of rikkunshito against the decrease in gastric
peristalsis from the viewpoint of the influence on ghrelin concentration. Dietary intake and water
intake decreased after invasion recovered early by rikkunshito administration. It was suggested that

the recovery of body weight was several days earlier than that of the control group in the group
treated with rikkunshito. In the treated group, the concentration of activated ghrelin was high and
the inactivated ghrelin concentration tended to be low, suggesting that a shift to activated ghrelin
was involved in recovery of oral intake, and rikkunshito was thought to be involved in the increase
of activated ghrelin.
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